138.   NOTE

September 21, 1924
HELPLESSNESS, NOT HOPELESSNESS

I observe that in my note on fasting I have been made to
sayi_"My hopelessness is still more unbearable." My statement
mentions "helplessness" and not c'hopelessness". A man with a
grain of faith in God never loses hope, because he ever believes
in the ultimate triumph of Truth. A man of God never strives
after untruth and therefore he can never lose hope. On the con-
trary, his hope shines the brightest "amid the encircling gloom".
But my helplessness is a very patent fact before me. I may not
ignore it, I must ever confess it. There is a beautiful Tamil
proverb which says: "God is the sole help of the helpless." The
truth of this never came upon me with so much force as it has
come today. Handling large masses of men, dealing with them,
speaking and acting for them is no joke for a man whose capacity
God has so circumscribed. One has, therefore, to be ever on the
watch. And the reader may rest assured that I took the final
step after I had realized to the full my utter helplessness. And
I cried out to God even like Draupadi when she seemed to be
abandoned by her five brave protectors. And her cry did not
ascend to the throne of the Almighty in vain, 'That cry must
not be from the Hp. It has to be from the deepest recesses of
one's heart And, therefore, such a cry is only possible when
one is in anguish. Mine has expressed itself in a fast which is by
no means adequate for the issues involved. My heart continually
says:

Rock of Ages cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee*

Young India, 25-9-1924

* Evidently same newspaper reproducing the "Statement Announcing
Fast", 18-9-1924, had printed ''hopelessness" instead of "helplessness". Vide
fitter to Devdas Gandhi*1, 21-9-1924